Rodington Parish
Climate & Nature Steering Group

In attendance: Tom Hayek (TC), Tom Currie (TC), Nicola Pacult (NP), Marian Jolin (MJ), Claire Broderick (CB), David Brown (DB), Sue Brown (SB), Connor Furnival (CF).
Apologies; Emyr Peregrine (EP), Sue McGavin (SG), Duncan Maidens (DM), Kay Twigger (KT).

Matters arising;
TH noted that the only action from the last meeting to report on was that Rick Shaw (TWC) was to send maps for the maintenance for areas in Rodington Parish, which has been done.
TH reported that the field in Longdon didn’t show up on TWC ownership but then found on lease so could do something but would need agreement with owners first. The field in Rodington with the windmill on it is also owned by TWC. Also tenanted so can’t really get involved with projects on this land through TWC.
Community orchard; 
TH reported that the final artwork for the interpretation board was sent around to members.
DM is in contact with Mike to ensure that the size of the artworks sit properly to the stand. This should be ready fairly shortly. 
Members agreed to reschedule the next workday/installation date due to holidays.
The outstanding jobs identified for the site are; fencing needs staining (DB and SB to provide remaining stain) and the edge of the gate needs sanding off.
TH noted that it may be possible to retrofit tiles under the surface so that the water holds better in the bog garden. NP offered to donate old bird bath to help the surface water. 
TH said that his employers are offering free wetland plants for community groups soon and he will try obtain some for Rodington Community Orchard.
SM to get final details for fruit tree pruning for TH to put to RPC for funding.
Next work day; TH to do poll to select new date for next workday. 
Tasks for this workday are; cutting and removing the bulk of the meadow, putting stand in, sanding and staining, retrofit bog garden, plants in if we have them in time, clear around bug hotel, inside of hedge on roadside to make sure it’s not encroaching too much on bog garden, planting wildflowers.
TC asked if any wildflowers seeds were spare could they go to St Georges Churchyard. Members were happy for some seed to go to St Georges Church.
Members agreed to advertise the next working day wider to encourage new volunteers.
TH to find receipt for wildflowers and inform Longdon how much they cost and for how much in quantity.
Agreed to publish on local social media accounts to ask if anyone local would like to create a “Welcome to Rodington Community Orchard” sign.
Hedge planting;
CPRE have given details that they will come to assess the two sites for planting.
CB is to contact landowner in Longdon to get permission by Sunday 10th September.
TC to make contact with Rodington neighbouring landowner to arrange meeting on this site.
Borrow/swap group;
Still developing and growing. The more group members who can put things onto this Facebook group, the better. There is an insert to go into the next Village Voice to promote the group.
Rivers;
Date we can do is 12th September 2023 for talk, practical session is on 28th September. Next Village Voice article is about rivers project.
Big River Watch, all encouraged to take part for all of our seven locations. TH to look at this in more detail and coordinate via email/WhatsApp those who are monitoring which areas.
Talks programme;
MJ to speak with KT about this and arranging topics. Need to consider potential fees for speakers.
EnviroGrant;
This is on the agenda for the Parish Council to consider applying for this grant to replace trees on Rodington Playing Fields and in other locations.
Councillors Pride Fund;
Potential use of funding by speaking with Cllr Gareth Thomas. CB to price up bluebells for planting in various areas.
Plastic Free Community Award;
TH has put this idea in the next Village Voice to ask for people to enquire about this.
Members agreed to carry forward the Terracycle subject to the next meeting.

AOB;
Parish Council is part of the Telford & Wrekin Climate Change Partnership who are hosting a conference on the 8th October. Councillors will be asked to attend or a rep of the Climate & Nature Working Group.
St George’s Church have purchased over 200 plug plants to be planted and the meadow area will be sowed soon. Planting will be in September and all hands available would be needed.

Date of next meeting; TBC via Doodle.
