Rodington Parish Climate & Nature Steering Group
7.00pm – 9.00pm, Monday 15th April 2024
Rodington Village Hall
ACTION POINTS
1. Welcome to new members and apologies

Present: David Brown, Tom Hayek, Emyr Peregrine, Claire Broderick, Kay Twigger Tom Currie, Marian Jolin, Nicola Pacult, Rebecca Morris, Pete Morris, Simon Rogers

Apologies: Sue McGavin, Sue Brown, Duncan Maidens

2. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising
Minutes of last meeting accepted.

3. New volunteers update
Three new volunteers attending meeting today.
TH has contacted all those who have expressed interest in getting involved with the various groups.

4. WH01 Rodington Community Orchard
a. [bookmark: _Hlk153477563]Planning for April workday (17th)
Workdays now happening in the evening with a 5.30 pm start (third Wednesday of each month).

Tasks:
Strim and remove extra grass that was not removed on last workday.
Sow remainder of wildflower seed.
Mow paths.
Tend bug hotel.
Plant primroses – 25 at Rodington and 25 at Longdon.
Those at Rodington in orchard and some in grass around village hall.
Three trees – 2 ash on bank, cherry trees on edge of orchard.

Actions:
All bring rakes.
All bring extra bamboo, pine cones etc to refill bug hotel.
CB to organise time to plant primroses at Longdon.


b. Organising a watering rota
Need to water new trees and bog garden.
DM – volunteered to organise rota.
TH will add everybody to appropriate WhatsApp group and if not interested in volunteering for particular activity to remove themselves from that WhatsApp group.
DB suggested using water butt as bowser and trailer. TC gave permission for watering volunteers to drive onto playing field in dry conditions.
Discussed, again, collecting rainwater from village hall. TC to purchase water butt to add to down pipes on village hall.

Actions:
TH to add everybody to watering WhatsApp group.
DM to organise rota.
TC to purchase water butt.

c. Communicating with volunteers
As above.

5. WH02 Hedge planting
TH advised group hopes to find more sites to work with CPRE to plant more hedges next year. Looking at 3 schemes – one around Somerwood, one in Rodington and one in Longdon.
Discussed whether group should be putting sites to CPRE where landowner has been fined for removing hedges. Resolved to keep helping landowners to do the right thing with regard to biodiversity enhancement.
Discussed farmer engagement, initiatives and water management.
4/5 big farmers, 4/5 smaller ones – TH discussed that before undertake an engagement programme need to identify resource to support farmers to prevent risk of raising expectations that not going to be able to deliver. Group felt that engaging farmers with hedge planting was a good first step to getting engagement with them.
a. [bookmark: _Hlk153477668]Update on approaches to Longdon/Isombridge landowners
CB not contacted owners yet.
b. Update on approaches to Rodington landowners
TC spoke to Ian Griffiths who is happy to get involved with hedge planting.
c. Update on approaches to Somerwood landowners
TH and TC discussed landowners in Somerwood who might be interested in hedge planting on their land.

Actions
TC to discuss with Jo Whittingham at Poplars Farm and other landowners around Somerwood who might be interested in more hedge planting next year.

6. WR02 Borrow, Swap & Give
a. Update on numbers and activity (DM)
67 members of the Facebook page
2 new members
6 items loaned or given away in last month

7. WH03 Rivers monitoring
a. Chemical sampling
Discussed that following the training session last month are now in a position to start. TH to set up WhatsApp group.
Monthly sampling at 3 points on two rivers.
Have two kits now.
Anybody can come and help.
b. Kick sampling
One site – back of Longdon Village Hall on Commission Drain.
Not going to be able to do kick sampling on date previously agreed as Longdon Village Hall is not available on that date.
Still looking for other sites that can get into safely – bit of beach and shallow enough to stand in safely.
c. Communicating with volunteers
As above.
Actions:
TH to set up WhatsApp group for chemical river sampling.
TH to send out another Doodle poll for kick sampling.

8. Talks programme
a. Update on progress (SM/KT)
Contact made with Veolia but no firm date arranged as yet.

Action
All. If anyone knows anyone who might be able to give a talk then let Talks Team know. Support with arrangements available.

9. Climate & Nature Steering Group social
a. April 19th at Tayleur Arms

Action
All welcome at 7.00 pm.




10. Freedom Fund application (SM)
Fund from Freedom Fibre to local communities.
SM working with Tayleur Arms about making their green space more wildlife friendly.
Up to £500 available.

Action
All - any other suggestions let TH know.


11. AOB
a) Pile of metal and wire on field. 
Not been removed yet
Action
TH to contact idverde.

b) Pride Fund
TH asked whether Pride Fund was open for bids yet – TC advised not open yet. Want to use it to pay for removal of concrete posts.

c) Community solar farm/energy scheme
TC discussed that Parish Council would like to explore developing a community solar farm/energy scheme. TC advised that T&W had invested in renewables.

Action
TH to see whether an expert in community energy can be contacted to do a talk.

d) For information
Importance of Hay Meadows. Thursday 18 4 – 7-8. Webinar about Hay Meadows. Email Emily.hughes@buglife.org.uk.

e) Intensive poultry units in parish
Discussed contacting T&W about stopping any more intensive poultry units production in area due to water and air pollution issues. TH discussed that river monitoring will give us evidence about any effects on river quality.

12. Date of next meeting
Actions – TH to sent out Doodle Poll re next meeting date.
